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Peninsula Clean Energy
Recology
South San Francisco Scavenger Co., Inc. 

The Chamber Circle is a special group of members that have committed to 
support the Brisbane Chamber of Commerce through sponsorships.
If your business would like to become a member of the Chamber’s Circle, 
please contact Madison Davis, President/CEO at 415-467-7283 or e-mail 
madison@brisbanechamber.org.
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SETTING THE TONE 
FOR 2024	
By: TERRY O’CONNELL, City of Brisbane Mayor

For many of us, the start of a new year is a 
time for reflection, setting goals, and making 
resolutions. Some personal resolutions include 
improving health and fitness, learning new skills, 
traveling more, or spending more time with 
loved ones. It’s also a time to have hopes and 
expectations for the year ahead.  

Professionally, we hope to have more profitability, 
and a better understanding of the future and what 
it will bring. Being set up for success and being 
able to pivot quickly when needed, relies on great 
teamwork and trust. 

The City also relies on teamwork and trust. Staff, 

MAYOR’S  
Message

SECURITY PUBLIC STORAGE DALY CITY - CARTER ST: 
A COMPREHENSIVE STORAGE SOLUTION 

Brisbane’s Business and Community Journal       

By: MADISON DAVIS, President and CEO, Brisbane Chamber of Commerce, madison@brisbanechamber.org, 415-706-5276

SUPERVISOR’S  
Message

>> Continued On Page 2

COVID-19 CLOSED THERAPY 
POOL, COMMUNITY FINALLY 
OPENS IT BACK UP
By: DAVID J. CANEPA, President of the San Mateo 
County Supervisors, dcanepa@smcgov.org, 
650-363-4572

I was proud to announce the groundbreaking 
of Sutter Health’s project to reopen the Mack 
E. Mickelson Arthritis and Rehabilitation Center 
Therapeutic Pool in downtown San Mateo at Mills 
Health Center at a press conference I conducted 
on Saturday, Jan. 6.

As many of you may know, the Mickelson warm 
water therapy pool is the only facility in San Mateo 

Nestled in Daly City, the Security Public Storage 
(SPS) location on 1101 Carter Street is just a few 
minutes from Brisbane and easily accessible off 
Guadalupe Canyon Parkway. The building stands 
tall with five floors and boasts 1081 units. Beyond 
the sheer size, what makes this facility unique 
is its commitment to providing more than just 
storage; it’s about offering a complete solution for 
the community. 

A 40-Year Legacy of Excellence 
In 1983, Ben Eisler founded Security Public 

Storage (SPS), setting in motion a journey that 
redefined the self-storage industry. Fast forward to 
today, and the Carter Street location in Daly City 
proudly carries the torch of SPS’s 40-year legacy, 
with five floors and an impressive 1081 units. 

Beyond its sheer size, what makes the Carter 
Street facility unique is its commitment to offering 
more than just storage—it’s a comprehensive 
solution for the community. 

Convenient Moving Solutions 
One standout feature of the Carter Street 

location is the ability to rent U-Haul trucks and 
vans. With a van and 10ft box truck readily 
available and the flexibility to arrange other-sized 
vehicles with a few days’ notice, SPS simplifies 
the moving process. This service is particularly 
advantageous for those in Brisbane, providing 
a hassle-free alternative to the U-Haul site on 
Bayshore in San Francisco. Those wanting to rent 
U-Haul vehicles need not be SPS self-storage 
customers. In addition, the SPS lobby also carries 
an array of packing and moving supplies such as 
boxes, tape, packing peanuts, etc., so everything 
you may need is conveniently on-site.  

Dedication to Customer Service and Security 
Dedication to customer service and security is 

a cornerstone of Security Public Storage. Staff is 
always on-site to assist customers, ensuring their 
safety and fostering a sense of confidence among 
clients. The facility’s unique access code system 
adds an extra layer of security, granting customers 

access from 6 am to 9 pm to the parking lot, the 
building, and their individually alarmed units. 

Versatile Storage Unit Options 
The range of storage unit sizes, from 5x5 to 30x10, 

caters to diverse storage needs. SPS goes the extra 
mile with optional climate-controlled units, which 
maintain a temperature of 67 degrees. Climate-
controlled units are ideal for items stored over 
extended periods and those requiring special care, 
such as valuable or antique furniture. 

Ideal for Businesses 
Businesses find a reliable partner in SPS, making 

it well-suited for staging companies who need a place 
to keep their furniture, contractors storing tools and 
equipment, eCommerce businesses storing inventory, 
and even accountants and law offices managing paper 
records.  

Prohibited Items 
Understanding that not all items are suitable for 

storage, SPS prohibits certain items, including guns, 
tires, food, and wine. Renters may only use their 
unit for storage, not as a workspace or for any other 
purpose other than storage.  

Expert Assistance and Transparent Pricing 
The professional staff, led by manager Ines 

Montenegro, with four years of experience with SPS, 
is always ready to assist customers in determining the 
right unit size and addressing any queries. Security 
Public Storage takes pride in its transparent pricing 
model. The price quote is all-inclusive, eliminating 
surprises, hidden fees, or misleading promotions. The 
facility’s commitment to honesty extends to its pricing 
structure, with no deposits or administration fees and 
insurance coverage of up to $5000 included. Units 
range from $164 a month for the smallest unit to 
$796 for the largest unit. 

Security and Specials 
Security remains paramount, with on-site staff 

patrolling daily. Specials and discounts, such as one 
month free for prepaying 11 months or half a month 
free for 5.5 months, sweeten the deal for customers 

Security Public Storage continue on page 2

Security Public Storage at 1101 Carter Street in Daly City
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Mission Statement: The purpose of the Brisbane 
Chamber of Commerce is to create an 
atmosphere in which business prospers and the 
community thrives. 

The Luminary is printed using recycled paper 
and environmentally-friendly soy-based ink. 

seeking long-term storage solutions. For readers of 
The Luminary, Security Public Storage is offering a 
move-in special for new customers of 50% off the 
first 4 months’ rent. Now is the perfect opportunity to 
make extra room in your garage or spare bedroom by 
relocating seasonal decor and items that aren’t needed 
regularly to a unit at Security Public Storage, just a few 
minutes away. Free up space in your home that you can 
utilize daily for a workspace, exercise, or to host guests 
by decluttering and entering 2024 with more room.  

In a market where reliability and trust are paramount, 
Security Public Storage is consistent, offering storage 
units and a comprehensive and customer-centric 
experience that has withstood the test of four decades. 
For more information visit securitypublicstorage.com 
or call 650-239-4998. Ask for Ines Montenegro and 
mention reading this article in The Luminary for a 
special price on your first 4 months’ rent!

Supervisor’s Message, continued from page 1

By: Stephanie Shakofsky | Vice President Government Affairs,

Baylands Development, Inc., sshakofsky@thebaylands.com

County that provides a wheelchair-accessible 
warm pool specifically designed for therapeutic 
use by seniors, adults and children with chronic 
pain or disabilities, patients recovering from 
surgery, pregnant women, and others who find 
the warm water healing.

The $4 million pool opened 25 years ago 
and was financed entirely by community 
donations, including $1.5 million from the late 
philanthropist Mack E. Mickelson. Plaques on 
the pool wall also showcase names of donors.

Sutter announced in 2020 as the pandemic 
star ted that the pool would be closed 
permanently. Sutter now plans to reopen the 
pool in July 2024.

Shortly after the pool was closed nearly four 
years ago, Lindsay Raike formed the nonprofit 
advocacy group Warm Water Wellness and 
coordinated a grassroots effort with the support 

of my office to reopen the pool. With her support, I 
authored a resolution in February, 2022 urging Sutter 
to reopen the pool that the San Mateo County Board 
of Supervisors unanimously passed. Special thanks 
to the Brisbane City Council for adopting the same 
resolution later that year in October.

Many in need of this warm water therapy pool 
were told it would close forever but Sutter has 
listened to the community and is keeping its promise 
to rehabilitate Mickelson and open it back up to 
the community in July. It wasn’t easy and took a 
coordinated grassroots effort to make this happen 
and I applaud the hundreds and even thousands in 
our community who did not give up, who did not take 
“no” for an answer.

On May 8 2023, state and local elected leaders 
joined me in writing a letter to Sutter CEO Warner 
Thomas asking him to commit to reopening the 
pool. The letter writers included  Assemblymember 
Marc Berman, Assemblymember Diane Papan, 
Assemblymember Phil Ting, State Sen. Josh Becker, 
State Sen. Scott Wiener, San Mateo County Supervisor 
Noelia Corzo, Peninsula Health Care District Director 
Dennis Zell, Esq, Sequoia Healthcare District CEO 
Pamela Kurtzman and Sequoia Healthcare District 
Director Kimberly Griffin, RN.

This incredible grassroots effort shows the power of 
our community when we come together and advocate 
for the needs of our most vulnerable.

NEW YEAR’S FINANCIAL 
RESOLUTION
By: SVEN GEFFKEN, Financial Advisor, Edward Jones, 

Sven.Geffken@edwardjones.com,  (650) 355-1365

Now that we’ve reached 2024, you might be thinking 
about your goals and hopes for the new year. But in 
addition to whatever personal resolutions you might make 
— volunteering, going to the gym more, learning a new 
language and others — why not make some financial 
resolutions, too?

Here are a few to consider:

• Boost your retirement savings. If you can afford it, 
try to increase your contributions to your IRA and 401(k) 
or similar employer-sponsored retirement plan. The 
more you put away in these accounts, the greater your 
chances of reaching your retirement goals. At a minimum, 
contribute enough to your 401(k) to earn your employer’s 
match, if one is offered. And whenever your salary goes 
up, consider raising the amount you put in to your 401(k).

• Reduce your debts. It’s not always easy to reduce 
your debts — but it’s worth the effort. The lower your 
debt load, the greater your monthly cash flow. So, look 
for ways to consolidate debts or find other, possibly more 
productive, ways of using credit. And if you truly can’t 
afford something that’s nonessential, don’t go into debt 
for it. “Live within your means” is an old piece of advice, 
but it’s just as valid now as ever.

• Build an emergency fund. If you suddenly needed a 
major home or car repair, or received a large medical bill 
not fully covered by insurance, would you have the funds 
available? If not, you might be forced to dip into your 

Security Public Storage, continued from page 1

Setting The Tone, continued from page 1

FINANCIAL Focus

retirement accounts or other long-term investments. 
To avoid this possibility, try to build an emergency 
fund containing several months’ worth of living 
expenses, with the money kept in a liquid, low-risk 
account that’s separate from the ones you use to 
meet your daily expenses. It can take a while to 
build such a fund, but if you make it a priority and 
contribute regular amounts each month, you can 
make good progress.

• Avoid emotional decisions. Too many people 
overreact to events in the financial markets because 
they let their emotions get the better of them. If 
the market is temporarily down, it doesn’t mean 
you need to sell investments to “cut your losses” 
— especially if these investments still have good 
fundamentals and are still appropriate for your 
portfolio. It can be hard to ignore market volatility, 
but you’ll be better off if you focus on the long term 
and continue following an investment strategy that’s 
designed to meet your needs.

• Review your goals. Over time, your goals may 
have changed. For example, while you once might 
have wanted to retire early, and planned for it, you 
may now find that you’d like to work a few more 
years. If that’s the case, you may also need to adjust 
your financial and investment strategies.

• Revisit your estate plans. If you’ve married, 
divorced, remarried or added children to your family 
within the past few years, you may need to review 
the account titling and beneficiary designations on 
your 401(k) and other retirement assets, along with 
your estate-planning documents, such as your will 
or living trust. You might also need to revise these 
documents in other ways.

Of course, you may not be able to tackle all these 
resolutions at one time, but if you can work at them 
throughout the year, you can potentially brighten your 
financial outlook in 2024 — and beyond. 

Council, Commissioners, Committee Members, 
Citizens, Business Leaders and volunteers all need 
to work together to make The City successful in 
the coming year, and for the long term future of 
Brisbane. 

As we transition into 2024, collaboration among 
all of our community will make us stronger, more 
resilient and make Brisbane a place to thrive. 

Ultimately, the new year is a blank canvas, may 
yours be colorful!
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BUILDING THE ZERO-CARBON COMMUNITY FUTURE IN BRISBANE
By: ERIC ARONSOHN, Vice President of Sustainability and Energy, Baylands Development, Inc.,  earonsohn@thebaylands.com

The Baylands is being built from the ground 
up to help address climate change. It’s a 100% 
carbon-neutral community, with a solar farm 
large enough to provide 70% of the power the 
neighborhood requires.  It’s exactly where you 
want to live - a place where you can be anywhere 
in just 15 minutes without having to own a car. 

The Baylands intends to leverage advances in 
renewable and sustainable energy technology, 
including the world’s first integrated microgrid. 
This visionary energy solution utilizes an on-site 
fleet of electric vehicles charged with 100% 

RETIREMENT

I wanted to reach out to the Brisbane School District community and let you 
all know that this will be my last school year in the district as I have chosen 
to retire from education. Upon retirement, I will have completed 31 years of 
service which includes 11 as a school teacher, 2 as a Vice-Principal and 18 
as a District Superintendent across 3 school districts.  Although I have the 
energy and drive to continue in my current position, I have chosen my family 
over my career. I have given my all to this profession while trying to live a 
balanced life and the time has come to tip the scales fully to my personal 
life. My wife and I will be moving to San Diego where we plan to relax in the 
sunshine and travel as much as possible.  

Serving this community over the past 8 years has been the best part of my 
career and I will greatly miss the professional and personal friendships that 
have been developed. This community welcomed me from my first day on 
the job, which made my decision very difficult as I truly fell in love with this 
district and community.  

The BSD staff is unmatched in their dedication to their profession. 
Teachers, aides, custodians, and all support staff go above and beyond every 
single day to make our district very special. I am so proud to work alongside 
this wonderful group of people and call them my colleagues. I would like 
to thank the Board of Trustees, both current and previous, as I appreciate 
them allowing me the freedom to run the district in a manner that suites my 
personality.  

I am very proud of the work I have done in the Brisbane School District 
and I have enjoyed my time immensely. I am happy to be leaving the District 
in good financial shape and all three school modernized with the help of the 
community. I have always embraced the mindset that our district is Building 
Thoughtful Citizens and I hope this vision continues for our district. Thank you 
all for your continued support.  

 

 

green energy. The EVs store that energy and 
supply it back to the system when demand is 
high. It’s an energy and mobility solution in 
one. 

At the Baylands, every aspect of the 
community is designed to help reduce your 
carbon footprint. To learn more about our 
commitment to sustainability, please visit www.
thebaylands.com and subscribe to the Baylands 
Podcast, a conversation about global and local 
strategies -from development to transportation 
– that make zero-carbon living achievable. 

Brisbane School District News
 

 

 By: RONAN COLVER, Superintendant, Brisbane School District, rcollver@brisbanesd.org

TRASH TALK: COLLECTION CART AND BIN REVIEWS
By: TERESA MONTGOMERY, Chamber Board Member and Sustainability Manager, SSF Scavenger and

ADRIENNE ETHERTON, Sustainability Manager at City of Brisbane

Q: Are the contents of our garbage, recycling and organics bins being observed? 

A: Yes. SSF Scavenger staff periodically look under the lids of waste collection carts and 
bins to ensure that materials are reasonably well sorted. This is done on regular collection 
days as required by the state mandated outreach and education program. The purpose 
of this program is to prevent cross-contamination of waste so that we can maximize the 
percentage of recycled materials and minimize the amount of organic material sent to 
landfill.  

Q: What happens if SSF Scavenger staff observe a problem with our waste sorting? 

A:  When a problem is observed, an educational notice is left on the offending cart or 
bin. The notice indicates the problem and how to correct it. Repeat notices for the same 
offense can result in SSF Scavenger declining to empty the container until the contents 
are properly sorted. In the case of blatant, repeat offenses, the issue is forwarded to the 
city. State law requires the city to have in place a process for issuing Notices of Violation 
and/or administrative citations for noncompliance. 

We hope that everyone will see the review and notice process as an opportunity to step 
up our collective waste sorting game and do more for the planet and future generations. 
Everyone’s efforts are meaningful and appreciated! 

Want to avoid receiving a notice? Please utilize the search tool at ssfscavenger.com/
sort-smart and contact us with questions. SSF Scavenger can be reached by calling 
650.589.4020 or emailing info@ssfscavenger.com. To learn why proper sorting is 
required, please visit calrecycle.ca.gov/organics/slcp. 
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MICHELE JAUREGUI
Realtor

DRE #01801514

415-516-1977
  michele@voyagerealestatesf.com

RON DAVIS
Broker, GRI

DRE #00961181

415-846-3077
ron@voyagerealestatesf.com

San Francisco Office 
580 4th Street

Brisbane Office
400 Visitacion Ave 

335 Monterey St, Brisbane 
1 bd| 1 bth| Home w/ Studio Apt

Listed by Michele Jauregui 

Santa Clara Ave Lot, Brisbane
2500 sq ft Lot 

FOR SALE: $498,000 

I T ' S  Y O U R  M O V E .  W E ' R E  H E R E  T O  M A K E  I T  S M O O T H
W I T H  O V E R  5 4  Y E A R S  O F  C O M B I N E D  E X P E R I E N C E ,  W E  D E L I V E R  I N  A N Y  H O U S I N G  C L I M A T E .  O U R  P R O V E N  S A L E S  S U C C E S S

R A T E ,  L O C A L  M A R K E T  E X P E R T I S E ,  A N D  S T R E S S - F R E E  P R O P E R T Y  P R E P A R A T I O N  S T R A T E G Y ,  A R E  W H A T  M A K E  U S  T H E  M O S T -
T R U S T E D  R E A L  E S T A T E  T E A M  I N  B R I S B A N E .  W H O  Y O U  W O R K  W I T H  M A T T E R S .   

Thinking about Buying or Selling? Call us Today! 
We offer complimentary professional staging when you list with us!

For more information visit VoyageRealEstateBrisbane.com

FOR SALE: $995,000 

101 Crescent Way #2412, San Francisco 
3 bd| 2 bth| 1374 sq ft Condo 

FOR SALE: $1,698,000 

JAMES BALL 
Realtor

 DRE #01975342

415-309-5281
   james@voyagerealestatesf.com

FOR SALE: TWO LOTS 

COMING SOON! 

I T ' S  Y O U R  M O V E .  W E ' R E  H E R E  T O  M A K E  I T  S M O O T H
W I T H  O V E R  5 4  Y E A R S  O F  C O M B I N E D  E X P E R I E N C E ,  W E  D E L I V E R  I N  A N Y  H O U S I N G  C L I M A T E .  O U R  P R O V E N  S A L E S  S U C C E S S

R A T E ,  L O C A L  M A R K E T  E X P E R T I S E ,  A N D  S T R E S S - F R E E  P R O P E R T Y  P R E P A R A T I O N  S T R A T E G Y ,  A R E  W H A T  M A K E  U S  T H E  M O S T -
T R U S T E D  R E A L  E S T A T E  T E A M  I N  B R I S B A N E .  W H O  Y O U  W O R K  W I T H  M A T T E R S .   

I T ' S  Y O U R  M O V E .  W E ' R E  H E R E  T O  M A K E  I T  S M O O T H
W I T H  O V E R  5 4  Y E A R S  O F  C O M B I N E D  E X P E R I E N C E ,  W E  D E L I V E R  I N  A N Y  H O U S I N G  C L I M A T E .  O U R  P R O V E N  S A L E S  S U C C E S S

R A T E ,  L O C A L  M A R K E T  E X P E R T I S E ,  A N D  S T R E S S - F R E E  P R O P E R T Y  P R E P A R A T I O N  S T R A T E G Y ,  A R E  W H A T  M A K E  U S  T H E  M O S T -
T R U S T E D  R E A L  E S T A T E  T E A M  I N  B R I S B A N E .  W H O  Y O U  W O R K  W I T H  M A T T E R S .   

219 Tulare St, Brisbane 
3 bd| 2.5 bth| 2396 sq ft Home

 

FOR SALE: $995,000

     Listed by Michele Jauregui      Listed by Michele Jauregui 
              

Listed by Ron Davis Listed by Ron Davis Listed by Michele Jauregui 

 Listed by Ron Davis 

SOLD! $2,580,000 

Listed by Ron Davis 

737 San Bruno Ave Unit 2, Brisbane 
2 bd| 1.5 bth| 992 sq ft Condo 

FOR SALE: $695,000 

164 Bonita Ave, Pacifica 
4 bd| 4.5 bth| 3855 sq ft Home 

 

799 Humboldt Rd, Brisbane- $500K - 3528 sq ft
783 Humboldt Rd, Brisbane- $600K - 6534 sq ft

410 Hobart Ave, San Mateo 
2 bd| 1 bth| 1320 sq ft Home 

To learn more about advertising in The Luminary, email Madison Davis at 
madison@brisbanechamber.org

The contents of all 3 carts 
are randomly examined 
as part of the outreach 
and education program. 
If you find a notice on 
one of your carts, please 
review and adjust your 
sorting habits.

An  
important 
message  
from

FIND A NOTE ON YOUR FIND A NOTE ON YOUR 
CART HANDLE?CART HANDLE?

Thank you for sorting smart! 
Learn more by following us @ssfscavenger
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Sold for: $1,240,000
2 BED / 2 BATH  2010 Sq.Ft.

300 Klamath St  Brisbane9 Asoleado Dr  Carmel Valley

Listed at: $1,775,000   Opportunity to Develop
VACANT LOTS  Permits in hand  Call for details!

36 50 San Bruno Ave  Brisbane

Listed at: $858,158 Opportunity to Develop
2,300 Sq.Ft. Commercial or Residential

25 Visitacion Ave  Brisbane

COMING SOON:   
347 Mendocino St   Brisbane            

2 Bed / 1 Bath / Bonus Room  
Call for details!

REALTOR®  DRE #02022230                                                                                                                                                                                                     REALTOR®  DRE #01336882         

JOEL DIAZ REAL ESTATE TEAM

STACY HUANG | (415) 840 5704                                                        JOEL DIAZ | (650) 520 7483                           
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182 184 Leland Ave  San Francisco
Duplex  |   Listed at: $798,000Listed at: $499,000 

3 beds, 2 baths, 1655 Sq. Ft. FIXER

Listed at: $2,998,000

23 Visitacion Ave  Brisbane
3,300 Sq. Ft.  Commercial

With over 25 Years of Construction & Real 
Estate Development Experience, we are 
ready to help you with ALL your real estate 
needs - Call us today!                                 

To learn more about advertising in The Luminary, email Madison Davis at 
madison@brisbanechamber.org
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“The Brisbane Business Bulletin” allows 
Brisbane Chamber of Commerce members to 
communicate brief bits of news to the public 
such as change of hours, new product offerings, 
upcoming events, etc. If you are interested in 
listing a news item next month, please contact 
Madison Davis at madison@brisbanechamber.
org 

Next Chamber Mixer: Wednesday, January 17 at 
7 Mile House 

Join us on Wednesday, January 17 from 5pm-
7pm at 7 Mile House, 2800 Bayshore Blvd, 
for a mixer! This is an excellent opportunity to 
network with local business professionals and 
community leaders while enjoying refreshments 
provided by our host. Space is limited! Please 
RSVP to madison@brisbanechamber.org to 
reserve your spot! 

Brisbane’s New Business License Processor for 
2024 

The City of Brisbane has​ partnered with HdL 

BRISBANE BUSINESS BULLETIN
to administer the business license program 
commencing with the 2024 renewal season. Renewal 
notices went out the first week in January via US 
mail and via email to those who with an email 
address on file. The online business license portal 
for applications and renewals went live on January 
2nd, and is available at brisbane.hdlgov.com. For 
questions about filing or renewing your business 
license, please contact HdL at brisbane@hdlgov.com 
or call (415) 240-4471. Their operating hours are 
Monday through Friday 8 am – 5pm PT. 

Any person engaging in business in the City of 
Brisbane must first apply and receive a business 
license from the City and pay the business license 
fee. Any business having its location or mailing 
address in the City of Brisbane or any out-of-town 
business operating in the City is required to maintain 
an active business license with the City of Brisbane. 

Second Reading of Dark Skies Ordinance-January 
18th 

The Brisbane City Council will hear a second 
reading of the Dark Skies Ordinance at their regular 

meeting on Thursday, January 18. A few minor 
changes were made as a result of the first hearing 
on November 16. Should the ordinance pass, it 
will become effective for new outdoor lighting 
on March 1, with one year to make simple fixes 
to existing lighting and longer timelines for more 
extensive changes that may be needed. 

Artists’ Evening of Sharing, February 3rd 
Each year, the City of Brisbane invites local 

artists to share their work with the Brisbane 
public at the Artists’ Evening of Sharing. At 
this annual event, Brisbane artists present 
music, theater, dance, images of visual artwork, 
photography, and film. This showcase of 
Brisbane’s diverse artists provides an opportunity 
for our community to follow the rich diversity 
and depth of talent in our town. It encourages 
an exchange of ideas about art and fosters new 
relationships and creative collaborations. This 
year’s event will take place at the Mission Blue 
Center on Saturday, February 3rd at 7:30pm and 
admission is FREE! 

The following article is taken from The Brisbane News Bulletin, a Brisbane 
Chamber of Commerce publication, printed December 1946.

Report to The Community From Your Chamber of Commerce
By: The Secretary Manager

As the year 1946 comes to a close and this month being the second 
anniversary of the Brisbane Chamber of Commerce, it is only fitting and 
proper that a full report of Brisbane progress be submitted to its citizens.

Due to the efforts of your Chamber of Commerce under the able 
leadership of Presidents, Melvin H. Lowe and Allan R. Adams, for the years 
of 1945 and 1946, respectively, several outstanding projects have been 
accomplished.

The No. 1 project that we are particularly proud of its the securing of 
the State appropriation of the $40,000 to be spent for traffic lights at 
the entrance of Brisbane, making it much safer to drive in and out of 
the community. The work will be started as soon as electrical conduit is 
available.

The second project we are justly proud of and feel the people of the 
community should appreciate is the “Brisbane News Bulletin,” sponsored by 
the chamber and distributed without any cost to the people of Brisbane. We 
feel that every citizen should give this project wholehearted support.

Another sponsored project was the compiling and printing of the new city 
directory which is now a reality and will be ready for distribution in the near 
future.

Among one of the first projects to materialize was the County Dog 
Ordinance, which is now on the books of San Mateo County. This ordinance 
should be vigorously enforced by the people of Brisbane. The Law states 
that all dogs within San Mateo County must be licensed.

In 1944 the Local Fire District was handicapped for the lack of water. 
Through the continued efforts of the Chamber of Commerce water 
committee, who met with the Railroad Commission and the local water 
companies, the supply of water was considerably increased.

We still believe that the water supply is far short in furnishing the needs 
of Brisbane and the fire hazards that still exist. True, fire rates have been 
reduced, yet they are too high. Only through the cooperation of the citizens 
with the Chamber of Commerce will we be able to further reduce the fire 
rates and provide adequate water for fire protection.

The Chamber of Commerce approved the original Police Protection, believing 

BLAST From The Past

it to be a step in the right direction. Due to recent reports reaching us, we find 
there are many loop-holes in the present set-up that should be strengthened and 
corrected. Will the people of Brisbane help to make our Police Force a permanent 
thing by forwarding their suggestions to the Chamber?

You should support your local Chamber of Commerce. Any community is more 
progressive with such an organization. It carries prestige and dignity to any up-
and-coming town. If it had not been for the Chamber of Commerce, all the above 
would still be in the far future.

Therefore, on our second anniversary, we take pride in renumerating our 
progress this far: A State appropriation of $40,000 for traffic lights; The 
“Brisbane News Bulletin;” A City Directory; County Dog Ordinance, More water for 
fire protection; Lower fire insurance rates. All accomplished in the last two years.

As a conclusion to this report, your Chamber of Commerce wishes to make 
it clear and understandable that it is NOT connected in any way with National, 
State, or County, Chamber Commerce. The phrase, “Chamber of Commerce” is 
not a copyrighted name, therefore can be used in any town or community.
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The City’s Adopt-a-Storm-Drain program is going strong, where residents 
who have “adopted” the storm drain(s) nearest their property are receiving 
a free landscape rake as a thank you for keeping their newly-adopted storm 
drains clear of fallen leaves and debris. See if your nearest drains are 
available at brisbaneca.org/adoptadrain.

GIL’S DRUGSTORE
By: DOLORES HOSKING GOMES, Longtime Resident, brischic@sonic.net

FINANCIAL Focus

FINANCIAL Focus

  Gil’s Drug Store, was one of a kind.  It was a variety store, medicine 
and prescription store, small five and ten cent store also a meeting place 
for Brisbane residents.   This humble, small wooden structure at 49 
Visitacion, (painted fire plugs are there now) had two windows in the front 
and customers entered by opening a screen door.  Gil was a wise, kind, and 
intelligent pharmacist, residents loved him.  He also served as Brisbane’s 
first police commissioner.  Gil’s glasses were always on the tip of his nose 
and he wore a rumpled wrap around tan apron, like grocers used to wear.  
“Gil” Gillman’s drug store was constantly busy, a social gathering point where 
residents visited, received free information on most any subject, advice for 
their ailments and oh yes, he did fill prescriptions! The store was heavily 
cluttered with boxes and in a constant state of disorder. Customers were 
used to it being that way and no one complained.  

      I could see only a part of the top of the soda counter, a beautiful 
swirled colored marble, but it was piled high with boxes, supplies and papers!  

ADOPT-A-STORM-DRAIN PROGRAM
By: CAROLINE CHEUNG, Assistant to the City Manager, ccheung@brisbaneca.org

Sticking up behind the counter top, were the high chrome shiny soda pumps.  I never 
saw anyone sipping a soda or enjoying a dish of ice cream! 

Scattered tables in the store hosted a variety of cough syrup bottles, bobby pins, 
hair tonic or Duncan Yo-Yos, and more, creating a continual hunt for wanted items.  
When a customer had to ask for an item, surprisingly, Gil knew where everything was 
to be found in the store!  The residents relied on him for their information, medical 
or personal advice. I remember one time he told me for exercise don’t walk on level 
ground, walk on uneven soil.  Dr. Guardino, our much loved town physician and Gil 
were very close friends.  At times they could be heard arguing in the store.   Dr. 
Guardino had to remind Gil constantly, in a pleasant way, that HE was the doctor!   

     Early Thanksgiving morning in 1949, it was sad and heartbreaking sight.  
Residents found flames shooting from the roof and front windows of Gil’s store.  
Volunteer firemen rushed to extinguish the blaze, but the unique drug store was a 
total loss because of poor electrical wiring. Gil had cancelled half of the expensive 
fire insurance two weeks before! He soon opened another drug store in the Bayview 
district of San Francisco.  

     After the fire, a young pharmacist opened a new drug store up the street.  He 
wore a starched white jacket and on display in shiny new glass cases were a lovely 
variety of gifts for sale. Stock on the shelves and on the counters was all neat, clean 
and in perfect order. There were no tables to be found in the new store! 

While known in the community as Gil’s, the official name of the business 
was Brisbane Drug Store. Here are a few ads from 1947 and 1948.
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San Mateo Credit Union is
changing our name to

*APY=Annual Percentage Yield. Rate effective October 27, 2023. When a certificate is opened, the rate is fixed for the stated term. Dividends are compounded and credited monthly. Early withdrawal 
penalty applies to certificates. The advertised certificate dividend rate increase can be earned for members in good standing who have an “Active Checking” account. ¹Active Checking account is 
defined as a checking account with ONE (1) direct deposit or ACH deposit (excluding telephone, teller or dividend posting transactions) during the monthly statement cycle (statement cycle period 
is 12:00 am on the first day of each month and ends at 11:59 pm on the last day of each month). For a statement cycle during which the Active Checking account deposit requirement is not met, the 
certificate will earn the base rate that was set at the account opening or rollover date. For current rates, visit monterra.org/rates. Both the certificate and the checking account must be held by the 
primary account owner. Offer is subject to change without notice. Additional conditions and restrictions may apply.
Federally insured by NCUA.

CERTIFIC ATES

Fine tune your 
savings with our 
high-yield certificates

5.00%APY* 
Earn up to   

BANKING FOR REAL LIFE.
Scan this QR code or visit 
at monterra.org/savings4 
for more details. 
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